
Communities Adapting to Climate Change Initiative
2nd Regional Workshop for Local Government

Agenda
Wednesday, October 14, 2009
The Prestige Lakside Resort, Nelson B.C.

Workshop Purpose

To bring Basin local governments and their community partners together to share 
experiences and ideas about preparing for the impacts of climate change at the 
municipal and regional scale.

Summary Agenda

	 9:00 am	 –	 10:00 am	 Climate Change Breakfast Café (optional)

	10:00 am	 –	 11:05 am	 Session 1: Welcome and Climate Change 201

	11:05 am	 –	 12:30 pm	 Session 2: Creating an Adaptation Action Plan:  
				    Learning from the City of Kimberley, Distirct of Elkford and others

	12:30 pm	 –	 1:30 pm	 Lunch & Keynote Speaker

	1:30 pm	 –	 2:55 pm	 Session 3: Communities Adapting to Climate Change (Phase Two)

	2:55 pm	 –	 3:25 pm 	 Coffee Break and Resource Tables

	3:25 pm	 –	 5:00 pm	 Session 4: Beyond Municipal Jurisdictions: Risks and Opportunities

	5:00 pm			   End of Workshop

	5:00 pm	 –	 5:30 pm 	 Resource Tables and Experts Available for Discussions

Find out more about CBT’s climate change initiative
www.cbt.org/climatechange



Workshop Objectives

1.	 Local government staff, elected officials and their 
invited community partners understand potential 
climate change impacts and how to begin to adapt 
to a changing climate.

2.	 Participants learn the insider tips of preparing 
for climate change impacts directly from 
City of Kimberley and District of Elkford, 
the communities that participated in CBT’s 
Communities Adapting to Climate Change 
Initiative in 2008-2009. Experiences from other 
communities will also be shared. 

3.	 Gain local government input on topics and approaches CBT should consider for 
supporting climate change adaptation impacts and possible actions beyond the 
municipal jurisdiction level.

4.	 To share tools and resources available to local governments and explore preferred 
communication modes and learning events.

5.	 Networking opportunities for local governments with climate change technical 
experts, resource people and community leaders taking action on preparing for climate 
change impacts.

Communities Adapting  
to Climate Change 

Initiative Goal:

To support the residents  
and communities of the 

Canadian Columbia Basin 
to increase their adaptive 

capacity and resiliency 
related to climate change 

impacts at a local  
community level.

Notes:

www.cbt.org/climatechange
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Notes:Agenda

Climate Change Breakfast Café (optional)

9:00 am-10:00 am

•	 Networking breakfast 
•	 Resources and experts on: climate change adaptation, mitigation and sustainability 

planning
•	 Fill 4 squares of your passport and enter the draw.  Door prize draw at 5:00pm

Session 1:  Welcome & Climate Change 201

10:00 am-11:05 am

Chair: Kindy Gosal, Director Water and Environment, Columbia Basin Trust 

•	 Opening remarks, welcome , introductions (10 min) 

•	 Climate change knowledge exchange  (Cindy Pearce, CBT Technical Team)
o	 Table discussions (10 min) 

-	 See questions inserted in your workshop folder
-	 Topics: climate change, climate variability, historical and projected climate 

change for the Columbia Basin, adaptation, mitigation and integrating climate 
change adaptation into local government operations.

o	 Around the room discussions (10 min)
o	 Climate change 201(30 min):

-	 Trevor Murdock (Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium)
-	 Stewart Cohen (Environment Canada) 
-	 Ingrid Liepa (CBT Technical Team) 

o	 Additional questions (5 min)
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Communities Adapting to Climate Change Initiative Agenda

Notes:Session 2: Creating an Adaptation Action Plan:  
Learning from the City of Kimberley, Distirct of Elkford and others

11:0 5am-12:30 pm

Chair: Kindy Gosal, Director Water and Environment, Columbia Basin Trust

•	 Introduction to the panel (10 min) 
o	 Corien Speaker (District of Elkford)
o	 Troy Pollock (City of Kimberley)
o	 Ingrid Liepa (City of Kimberley)
o	 Bill Green (CBT Advisory Committee 2007-2009)
o	 Peter Hisch (Fuels Management Specialist, Ministry of Forests and Range)
o	 Hans Schreier (Stormwater management and water conservation, UBC)
o	 Trevor Murdock (Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium)

•	 Elkford’s adaptation process & integration into the OCP (10 min)  
(Corien Speaker, CAO Elkford)

•	 Kimberley’s adaptation approach (10 min)  
(Ingrid Liepa, Project Coordinator and CBT Technical Team)

•	 Reflections from CBT’s Technical Advisory Committee (10 min)  
(Hans Schreier, University of British Columbia and CBT Technical Team)

Stretching break 11:45am-11:50am 

•	 Panel discussion with questions from plenary (40 min)

12:30 pm-1:30 pm 

Lunch & Keynote Speaker

12:30pm-1:00pm

Buffet lunch is served outside conference room
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Communities Adapting to Climate Change Initiative Agenda

Notes:1:00 pm – 1:30 pm

Keynote Speaker: Alan Hamlet

Water, Health, and Extreme Events:  Lessons from the Washington State 
Assessment and Scenarios for Extension to the Canadian Columbia River Basin

Alan is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering at the University of Washington and is jointly affiliated with the inter-
disciplinary Center for Science in the Earth System (CSES) Climate Impacts Group. His 
research over the last 10 years has focused on the impacts of climate variability and 
change on rivers and water resources systems in the western U.S., with a particular 
emphasis on the Columbia River basin.

Session 3: Communities Adapting to Climate Change (Phase Two)

1:30 pm-2:55 pm

Chair: Kindy Gosal, Director Water and Environment, Columbia Basin Trust

•	 Communities Adapting to Climate Change: A Tale of Two Communities (10 min)

•	 Overview of initiative (40 min)  
(Michelle Laurie, Initiative Coordinator and Gary Ockenden, Project consultant)
o	 Project communities 2009-2010
o	 Regional scope
o	 Learning Network for local governments on climate change adaptation

-	 Objectives
-	 Tools and resources
-	 Local government input

o	 Q&A

•	 New Communities: Initial ideas and key questions (Panel)
o	 City of Rossland (5 min)
o	 City of Castlegar (5 min)
o	 Village of Kaslo and Regional District of Central Kootenay (Area D) (5 min)
o	 Group discussion  (20 min)

2:55 pm-3:25 pm 

Coffee Break and Resource Tables
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Communities Adapting to Climate Change Initiative Agenda

Notes:Session 4: Beyond Municipal Jurisdictions: Risks and Opportunities

3:25 pm-5:00 pm

Chair: Michelle Laurie, Initiative Coordinator

•	 Climate change impacts and adaptation: what are the opportunities and risks for 
looking beyond a municipality? (15 min)  
(Bill Green, CBT Advisory Committee)

•	 Digging deeper on key topics and approaches (50min):
o	 7 information stations are set up in the workshop room:

-	 Wildfire 
-	 Transportation 
-	 Health 
-	 Extreme Events and Emergency Preparedness  
-	 Food Growing and Agriculture 
-	 Economic impacts 
-	 Incorporating Climate Change Adaptation into Local Government 

Operations 
o	 Rotations at 4 stations of participant’s choice (10 min per station)
o	 Summary to plenary from station facilitators (10 min) 

•	 Table discussions/feedback on key topics (10 min) 

•	 Summary, door prizes, evaluations and closing thoughts (10 min)  
(Kindy Gosal, Director Water and Environment, Columbia Basin Trust)

5:00pm-5:30pm 

Resource Tables and Experts Available for Discussions
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